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The 2007 annual General membership meeting of the ONG was held on December 12 in the Conference Centre of the Ottawa Citizen.  Discussions centered on changes in the news industry, the recent CanWest and Citizen newsroom buyout offers, and changes in the Citizen newsroom.  The bottom line for the membership regarding the changes and shipping pages to Hamilton is that this process is not working well, even though the company believes the system is working.  Fifteen people opted to take the newsroom buyouts, including two Guild executive members and two Citizen management. 
A CanWest inter-union joint conference/strategy session between CWA/SCA Canada Locals and CEP was scheduled for mid-January in Toronto.
The ONG audited financial statements prepared by Bouris, Wilson for the fiscal year October 1/06 to September 30/07 were approved by the membership, as well as the executive honoraria for 2008.
Executive elections were conducted to fill the slate for 2008, the last year of the current 2006-2008 term:  

•Vice-President - Nancy Noel

•Secretary - Terry Garner

•Members-at-Large: Jackie Beingessner, Jake Rupert, Kate Jaimet and Charlene Ruberry.

2008 will be an important year for the Citizen unit as it heads into contract bargaining.  With a contract expiration date of July 20, 2008, the executive thinks we would likely start negotiations in late spring.  Guild mobilization of the membership will be a key priority for the ONG.  If you have any ideas in this regard, please discuss them with a member of the executive.  A representative from each Guild-represented department is to be elected to the bargaining team and members will be asked to complete a bargaining survey/questionnaire to rate their priorities for the contract.  

The executive committee also held its December meeting on December 12, attended by Lois Kirkup, Nancy Noel, Terry Garner, Gord Holder, Debbie Cole, Jordan Juby, Claude L’Ecuyer and Don Smith.  Joanne Schnurr, Marc Laurin and Tony Cote did not attend.

The first meeting of 2008 for the ONG executive committee was held in the Guild office on January 14 and was attended by Lois Kirkup, Nancy Noel, Terry Garner, Gord Holder, Debbie Cole, Joanne Schnurr, Jackie Beingessner, Kate Jaimet, Claude L’Ecuyer, Charlene Ruberry, Jake Rupert and Don Smith.  Marc Laurin and Jean Renaud did not attend.

New executive members-at-large Jackie Beingessner and Charlene Ruberry attended the TNG new officers residential training seminar at the George Meany Center/National Labour College in Washington, DC, January 18-21, 2008.

Executive members Nancy Noel and Debbie Cole will attend a Pay Equity training session in Montreal January 25, arranged through the CWA/SCA Canada National Office.

A meeting is scheduled for January 28/08 with DLR Printing to address a number of outstanding issues, including a new job classification and wage rate and a member’s pay rate.

Please note the date of the next general membership meeting of the Guild, to be held on Wednesday, March 19, starting at 12 noon in the Conference Centre of the Ottawa Citizen.

CWA/SCA Canada staff rep Dave Wilson will resume ONG contract bargaining with Delta Reprographics.  Negotiations for the first contract are at the wage grid stage.

Further to discussions of several workplace issues by the ONG executive committee, including the newsroom buyout offers, the executive is reminding Guild members, and stressing the importance, of their right to Guild representation in discussions/meetings with company management.  According to Article 2.2 of the contract, you are already entitled to Guild representation at any meetings with management that could result in discipline, but we want to emphasize to members that if you have any concerns at all about talking with your supervisor, it is always a good idea to ask a Guild steward to attend the meeting with you.  

The Guild was advised by Citizen Human Resources that Guild members who were directly contacted by management about the newsroom buyouts would be receiving a written letter of apology from the company, and these letters were written January 16.

The Ottawa Citizen has advised employees they will not be receiving the provincial Family Day stat on Monday, February 18, 2008, stating that the Collective Agreement already provides more than the minimum number of nine statutory holidays under the Ontario Employment Standards Act.  The Guild has filed a grievance.

A grievance has been filed on behalf of a Citizen Building Services member concerning sick leave, medical certificate, and a one-day suspension issued.

A letter of concern was sent to the Ottawa Citizen in December about the plowing and unsafe and unacceptable conditions of the parking lot following a major Sunday snow storm and the company sent a written response to address our concerns.  This issue will continue to be followed by the Guild through the Health & Safety Committee.

Citizen/Editorial member Kit Collins attended a jobs forum held in late October/07 in Washington on behalf of the ONG.  The Forum to Focus on News Industry Jobs was co-sponsored by TNG and the University of Maryland School of Journalism.  Kit prepared a written report for the November executive meeting, copies of which are available through the Guild office.

CWA has launched its 2008 Eduardo Diaz Union-to-Union Solidarity Fund campaign.  The quota for 2008 remains ten cents per member per year, meaning the ONG quota is $27.50 for the year.  As per past practice of our Local, the ONG will donate an amount of $75 CDN, to more than cover the required annual donation.  The Diaz international solidarity fund is used to help finance projects around the world for specific union needs for which there is no money, and priority is given to assist the living standards of working women.

ONG delegates for 2008 and 2009 to the CWA/SCA Canada National Representative Council meetings were elected at the January 14 executive meeting.  Delegates are: Lois Kirkup, Gord Holder, Nancy Noel, Debbie Cole, Jackie Beingessner.  Alternates elected were Jake Rupert, Charlene Ruberry and Terry Garner.  The spring NRC meeting is scheduled for April 25-27, 2008 in Vancouver, BC.

 SCHOLARSHIPS INFO:
•Check out the details and applications for scholarships you may be eligible for at the CWA/SCA Canada website: www.cwa-scacanada.ca under “Awards/Scholarships”. 

•2008 David S. Barr scholarship application deadline is January 25, 2008.
•2008 Union Plus Scholarship Program application deadline is January 31, 2008.
•Heywood Broun award deadline is January 25, 2008 (for work published between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2007.)   

•CWA Joe Beirne Foundation Scholarship - applications are accepted, online only, from November through March, with a final deadline of March 31, 2008.  Full eligibility details and applications are available at

www.cwa-union.org/members/beirne/general-information.html
•Canadian Centre for Occupational Health & Safety - 2008 Dick Martin Scholarship Award is open to students enrolled in an occupational health and safety (OH&S) related college or university course in Canada.  Application deadline is January 31, 2008.  Info is available at www.ccohs.ca/scholarship/entries.
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•Donation to Sisters of the Visitation in memory of Theresa O’Connor, mother of Pat Cavalier (At-Large / ONG Staff).

•Basket sent to Tony Cote (Executive Member-at-Large / Citizen/Editorial) - buyout

Dec. 31/07.

•Basket sent to Jordan Juby  (Executive Member-at-Large / Citizen/Editorial) - buyout

Dec. 31/07.

Jan. 21, 2008
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