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The first meeting of the year for the ONG executive committee was held in the Guild office on January 9 and was attended by Lois Kirkup, Janet Hunter, Nancy Noel, Gord Holder, Debbie Cole, Nicole Laurin, Tony Cote, Terry Garner, Jordan Juby and Don Smith.  Joanne Schnurr and Claude L’Ecuyer did not attend.

The February meeting of the ONG executive meeting was held in the Guild office on February 20 and was attended by Lois Kirkup, Janet Hunter, Nancy Noel, Gord Holder, Debbie Cole, Joanne Schnurr, Tony Cote, Jordan Juby, Claude L’Ecuyer and Don Smith.  Marc Laurin and Terry Garner did not attend.

CJOH Negotiations:  After four days of contract bargaining in January, a new four-year contract was negotiated with CTV Ottawa, formerly known as CJOH-TV.  Unit bargaining team members were co-chairs Kimothy Walker and Joanne Schnurr, along with Chris Day and John Ruttle, as well as ONG president Lois Kirkup and TNG Canada/CWA staff rep Dave Wilson.  The agreement was ratified by the bargaining unit at a meeting held January 25.  

The new collective agreement is effective January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2010.  Wage increases are 2.75% retroactive to Jan. 1, 2007; 2.5% in 2008; 2.75% in 2009; and 3% in 2010.  On-air talent fees will increase in years 2, 3 and 4.  Improvements were made to the vacation and bereavement leave clauses, and a new 5% merit pay provision will be introduced in 2009.   Starting in 2009, Guild members can apply to receive merit pay, based on 11 specific criteria such as work performance, core competency and technical knowledge, problem solving skills and leadership, etc.

Further to information in our December newsletter concerning a national boycott of Goodyear, this is to advise Guild members that a three-month strike against the tire company has ended.  Goodyear employees at four plants in Ontario and 10 plants in the United States returned to work in early January.  Workers in the U.S. approved a three-year agreement, while approximately 400 workers in Ontario ratified a separate agreement.

Citizen newsroom and CTV Ottawa members are advised that the Guild has received a ‘call for participants’ relating to a research project at Simon Fraser University in British Columbia.  The Project Title is “Secondary Traumatization in First-Responders: A Critical Ethnographic Study of Photojournalists and Journalists”.  The invitation is to participate in a research study to discuss your experiences of being a photojournalist or journalist in the context of trauma and disaster.  The total time commitment for the research interview is approximately 1-1.5 hours.  Further details are available from the ONG office or you can contact the researchers directly:

Dr. Patrice Keats (SFU)  pkeats@sfu.ca  tel: 778-782-7604,

or Dr. Marla Buchanan (UBC) marla.buchanan@ubc.ca   tel: 604-822-4625.

The first ONG General Membership meeting for 2007 will be held on Wednesday, March 21, starting at 12 noon in the Conference Centre of the Ottawa Citizen.  Items of business include: Proposal re local history project and election of ONG delegates to the 2007 TNG Sector Conference and CWA Convention, being held in Toronto in July.

 ONG Donations: 

•In response to appeals from the Ontario Federation of Labour, the Guild made strike donations to:  CEP Local 37-X in Timmins, locked out by Grant Forest Products; and COPE Local 343, on strike against FirstOntario Credit Union in Hamilton. 

•CWA Eduardo Diaz Union-to-Union 2007 campaign – The ONG has sent a donation for 2007 to the Diaz international solidarity fund, which is used to help finance projects around the world for specific union needs for which there is no money, and priority is given to assist the living standards of working women.

•In January 2007, the ONG donated to the Fletcher Trust Fund, c/o TD Canada Trust, established for the two young daughters of Gavin Fletcher.  The Sports Editor of the Victoria Times Colonist and a member of the Victoria-Vancouver Island Newspaper Guild, Fletcher was killed in a car crash while driving home from his evening shift just before Christmas.

 SCHOLARSHIPS INFO:
•Congratulations to Paul Matheson, winner of the latest TNG Canada/CWA $1,000 scholarship.  Paul is the son of Dennis and Rosanne Matheson, Canadian Media Guild members who work for the CBC in Vancouver.

•Application deadline for the CWA Joe Beirne Scholarships is March 31, 2007.  

•Check out full details and applications for scholarships you may be eligible for at the TNG Canada/CWA website: www.tngcanada.org, under “Awards/Scholarships”. 

Further to discussions of several workplace issues at the February ONG executive committee meeting, the executive is reminding Guild members, and stressing the importance, of their right to Guild representation in discussions/meetings with their supervisor that could result in discipline.  It is always a good idea to have a Guild steward attend a meeting with you.  As well, following a recent situation that dealt with the issue, the executive committee wants to advise members that they shouldn’t make a call on refusing to work because of weather conditions 12 hours in advance of an assignment, but rather much closer to the actual time of the assignment.  Please contact a Guild steward in your department if you wish to discuss these items further.

Check out the Ottawa Newspaper Guild website available at:  www.ottawanewsguild.ca.  The ONG is proposing a local history project to prepare a more detailed history of the local for posting on the website and for its archives.  If you have ONG historical information you think would be of interest,  please contact the ONG office.

In response to an inquiry from a Citizen newsroom member, who said that some employees may not have joined the company pension plan when they first became eligible, largely on the advice of a staffer in HR, the Guild is asking any ONG members in this situation to contact a member of the executive committee to discuss this issue further. 
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”Congratulations” & “Condolences”
•Basket to Natalie (CTV Ottawa) & Jay Pierosara - baby boy, Nathan Mark.

•Basket to Graham Hughes (Citizen/Editorial) - surgery.

•Basket to Rob Cross (Citizen/Editorial) - sick leave.

•Donation to Ontario Heart & Stroke Foundation in memory of Herbert Charles Ruberry, father & father-in-law of Charlene Ruberry & Dennis Leung Citizen/Editorial).

•The Citizen six-day series about Alzheimer’s published last October, That Insidious Fog: A Journey into Alzheimer’s, has won a national award for excellence in health care reporting after being judged the best in-depth print report on health care in 2006 by the associations that represent Canada’s nurses and doctors (CNA/CMA).  Congratulations to Citizen newsroom staffers involved in the project, Andrew Duffy, Shelley Page, Bruce Ward, Julie Oliver, Anita Murray, Mike Shahin, Jordan Juby, Dennis Leung and Rob Cross, and City Editor Rob Warner.

•Congratulations also to Citizen reporter Maria Cook, nominated for the new annual President’s Award in Architectural Journalism.  Maria’s nominated article from last November compared and contrasted her Stockholm case study of sustainable urban design and plans for the development of the former Rockcliffe airbase.  The award winner will be announced in Toronto in May.
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