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July / August 2008

“F Y I” Update


 The July meeting of the executive committee was held in the Guild office on July 8 and was attended by Lois Kirkup, Nancy Noel, Terry Garner, Gord Holder, Debbie Cole, Joanne Schnurr, Claude L’Ecuyer, Charlene Ruberry and Jake Rupert.  Jackie Beingessner, Don Smith, Marc Laurin and Jean Renaud did not attend.  No executive meeting will be held in August, but a special meeting of the executive has been called for Sunday, September 7, prior to the Citizen Unit contract mediation.  The next regular committee meeting of the executive is scheduled for Tuesday, September 16.


 The ONG and Ottawa Citizen applied jointly for conciliation concerning the contract that expired July 20, 2008.  The Guild and the Citizen had two days of meetings on July 28 and 29 with a conciliation officer appointed by the Ontario Ministry of Labour.  This is the first time in more than 20 years that the ONG has filed for contract conciliation.  After eight days of bargaining, the Guild and the Citizen have settled a number of major issues, but some serious items remain unresolved, the most important one for the Guild being wages.  The ONG requested a no-board report from the conciliator, and mediation is scheduled for September 8 and 9.  

A Citizen Unit meeting has been arranged for Sunday, September 7, starting at 2 p.m. at the Montgomery Legion, downtown at 330 Kent Street.  Come out and show your support for your bargaining committee.

 The ONG Local website address is www.ottawanewsguild.ca.  We are open to ideas and suggestions for items and topics members would like to see featured on our site, so please advise the Guild executive, or contact us through the website or the Guild office.

 Check out the CWA/SCA Canada website for Guild news, including photos from the Aug. 25 noon hour rally by ONG Citizen unit members.   www.cwa-scacanada.ca
 Mark your calendars:  the next regular General Membership / Citizen Unit meeting of the ONG is scheduled for 12 noon, Wednesday, September 17.  The meeting will be held in the Conference Centre of the Ottawa Citizen building.  Agenda items include: approval of the 2008/2009 budget; appointment of financial auditors; vacant executive member-at-large position; and 25-year TNG pin presentation.

 Information is posted on Guild bulletin boards about the annual Ottawa & District Labour Council (ODLC) Labour Day March and Picnic - Monday, September 1.  The march leaves Ottawa City Hall (Elgin at Lisgar) around 12 noon to head to McNabb Park at Gladstone & Bronson for the free picnic and afternoon of family fun, games and entertainment.  It’s a ‘rain or shine’ event.

 “Congratulations” & “Condolences”
•Basket to Jeff Parks (Citizen/Building Services) - injury/sick leave.   

•Donation to Canadian Cancer Society in memory of James Theodore Botsford, father-in-law of Marjolaine Botsford (At-Large; CWA/SCA Canada staff).

•Donation to Canadian Cancer Society in memory of Ada Franklin, mother-in-law of Brian Robinson (Citizen/Financial Services). 

•Congratulations to Citizen reporter Don Butler who has won the annual Justicia award for excellence in public service journalism, newspaper category.  The award is sponsored by the Canadian Bar Association and the Department of Justice, and was presented to Don for a series of articles he wrote last year on why tough-on-crime policies remain popular despite considerable evidence that they don’t work.

•Congratulations to Citizen newsroom members, reporter Vito Pilieci and web designer Andrea Sirman, who have been nominated for an award for a multimedia feature they produced entitled “Superman at 70".  Their feature is one of four finalists for an Online Journalism Award, sponsored by the Online News Association (ONA), in partnership with the University of Southern California’s Annenberg School of Communication.  Winners will be announced in Washington on Sept. 13.
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