
MINUTES OF MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday, September 22, 2010

1. Membership meeting called to order by President Lois Kirkup at 12:05 p.m.

2. Adoption of Agenda
M/ by Gord Holder to approve the agenda.  S/ by Brian Shore.  CARRIED.

3. Adoption of Minutes
M/ by Randy Denley to adopt the Minutes of the June 16, 2010 General Membership
meeting.  S/ by Debbie Cole.  CARRIED.

4. President’s Report
a. Executive activity since last general meeting 
President Lois Kirkup said there had been few grievances at the Ottawa Citizen unit, but
there had still been several issues during the summer.  Among them was the change in
ownership from Canwest to Postmedia, as well as the announcement of buyouts.  On
Sept. 22, Postmedia set out a timetable for the listing of shares on the Toronto Stock
Exchange by August 2011.
Lois Kirkup, the presidents of the Victoria/Vancouver Island and Montreal locals of
CWA/SCA Canada and CWA/SCA Canada director Arnold Amber were to meet with
Postmedia’s Paul Godfrey on Sept. 24.  Union representatives expected to have several
questions for Godfrey, though this was intended to be largely a meet-and-greet session.
Union reps had asked for a similar meeting with Leonard Asper when the newspaper
group was still owned by Canwest, but it did not take place.  The intention of the union
reps was to ask Godfrey to explain some of his public statements about the company as
a whole, to detail what he thinks about the newspapers and his plans for the print
division, etc.
The expired collective agreement between the Montreal local and the Gazette is still
under negotiation, and the Victoria/Vancouver Island agreement expires Dec. 31; what
are Godfrey’s thoughts regarding those negotiations.  The Montreal local is also seeking
a judicial review of an arbitrator’s ruling in favour of the company on jurisdiction
language.
Unionized employees of the Vancouver papers, represented by another union, are first
in line for negotiations.
Buyouts:  44 employees applied, including 19 from departments with ONG
representation.  Union reps meeting with Godfrey intended to ask if there would be
hiring in the event that buyouts were oversubscribed.
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Meeting:  The ONG has requested a meeting with Citizen VP Debbie Bennett and editor-
in-chief Gerry Nott, in the absence of a full-time publisher, to discuss employee morale
and other issues.  That meeting is likely to be scheduled in late October.

In response to a question from the floor from Wes Dearham, in anticipation of
significant reclassification of members in the next few years, Lois Kirkup said the ONG
would have to agree to reclassification.  However, because the collective agreement
with the Citizen does not contain job descriptions, a wide variety of tasks could be
assigned to employees.  The local must address these issues, such as reporters acting as
videographers, photographers writing stories, etc.

In response to another question from Sheila Brady regarding the impact on ONG
members from the Citizen’s cut to its freelance budget, the number of employees and
attempts to reduce overtime, Lois Kirkup and other executive members reminded
members that a shift is a shift; if the work cannot be done within the confines of a shift,
members should not work unpaid overtime and should leave as scheduled.

Another question from Tony Lofaro dealt with issue of members being asked to use
Twitter.  Again the response was that such duties should be done only within working
hours.

Lois Kirkup also mentioned the recent death of former Citizen RSS employee and ONG
president Dave Elder.  His funeral and wake were scheduled for later on Sept. 22 in
Almonte, Ont.

b. Presentation of 25-Year TNG Pins
Paula McLaughlin, Citizen/Editorial, was presented with her 25-year Guild service pin by
President Lois Kirkup.
Rosemary Isaacs, Citizen/Financial Services, and Bruno Schlumberger, Citizen/Editorial,
were not present at the meeting.  Arrangements to present their Guild Service pins
later were to be made.

5. Financial Report
a.  Update: [attachment]  Debbie Cole reported that, with one month remaining in the
fiscal year, it looked as if ONG would have a surplus in the general fund of
approximately $10,000.  This surplus would be added to ONG reserves. 

b. Approval of Budget 2010/2011 [attachment]
It is a balanced budget proposal.  Most of the line items are relatively fixed, dictated by
what they have been in the past as well as what we expect to happen in the coming
year. 
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The 2010-2011 budget was prepared before Postmedia posted the buyout notice for
Citizen unit members.  In past buyouts, there hasn’t been a major impact on the
budget, but reduced membership can mean reduced revenue as well as lesser costs in
some lines.  If required, Finance Committee and ONG executive can take another look
at the budget when the buyout process is completed.
M/ by Debbie Cole and S/ by Jacquie Miller to approve budget as proposed.  CARRIED. 

c. Appointment of Auditors
M/ by Debbie Cole and S/ by Gord Holder to appoint Bouris Wilson as auditors for 2009-
2010 financial statements.  CARRIED.

 
6. Unit Reports

a. CTV Ottawa (CJOH)
Unit members are still trying to finalize the settlement of the grievance over the
company’s failure to post the vacancy for the co-anchor’s position.  Some progress has
been made, but there are still some details to iron out.
Unit members have raised concerns about cramped working conditions.  ONG is trying
to cause an ergonomic assessment to be performed.

b. DLR International - No report.

c. Delta Reprographics - No report.

d. Ottawa Citizen - see President’s Report above
 
7. New Business

a. Election of 2011 Delegates
•TNG Sector Conference, February 2011 - M/ by Jacquie Miller and S/ by Randy Denley
to elect Lois Kirkup and Gord Holder as delegates with Debbie Cole as alternate.
CARRIED.
•CWA Convention, July 2011 - M/ by Gord Holder and S/ by Debbie Cole to elect Lois
Kirkup as delegate.  CARRIED.

b. Appointment - vacant Executive Member-at-Large position
With the departure of Andrea Sirman from the ONG executive, there is a vacancy for an
at-large member. Because there was insufficient time to include the vacancy on the
notice for the Sept. 22 meeting, the nominations/election could not take place at this
meeting.  The executive may use its authority under local bylaws to appoint someone as
interim at-large member until the nominations/elections can be properly conducted at
the next general membership meeting.
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8. Adjournment 
M/ by Randy Denley and S/ by Johanne Vincent-Haffner to adjourn at 12:40 p.m.  
CARRIED.

 
9. Citizen Unit Meeting  - no separate meeting required

10. Adjournment
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